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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed June 20, 2005. 
Claims 1-6, 10-14, 17-21 and 24-28 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-3, 10-12, 17-19 and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,778,276 (Hasegawa) in view of U.S. Patent 
6,859,287 (Frederiksen et al.). 

Regarding claims 1-3, Hasegawa discloses a scanner system comprising an 
image scanner for scanning an image of an original (image reading unit 3 (column 5, 
lines 12-18)) and a control device for controlling the image scanner (system control unit 
2 including CPU (column 5, lines 8-11)), wherein the control device includes: first setting 
means for accepting input of a scanning starting location and a scanning ending 
location for setting a reading area (CPU determines size of original document by 
receiving signals from detect sensors 81 , 82, 83 (column 9, line 63 - column 10, line 
23)); second setting means accepting input for setting a direction of the original (detect 
sensors output signals, enabling the CPU to determine size and direction of original 
document (column 10, lines 28-42; Fig. 9)); and scanning instruction means for 
designating a reading area of the original based on the inputs of the reading size and 
the direction of the image of the original that have been accepted by the first and 
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second setting means and outputting a scan execution instruction to the image scanner 
(system control unit controls limits of an effective area for preliminary scanning motion 
based on size and direction of the original document as detected by the detect sensors 
(column 18, line 53 - column 19, line 3)). The scanning instruction means designates 
the reading area such that an end part of an area readable by the image scanner 
coincides with an end part of the reading area (image reading unit receives instruction 
from system control unit to move a mirror unit mounted on the image reading unit, for a 
distance corresponding to the longitudinal limit of the detected size (column 18, line 62 
- column 19, line 3)). 

Hasegawa does not appear to disclose operator manual input by said first and 
second setting means; or a third setting means for accepting input of a scanning starting 
location and a scanning ending location for setting a reading area, wherein the scanning 
instruction means designates an area that has been set by the third setting means as 
the reading area. Operator manual input is disclosed in Frederiksen et al. According to 
Frederiksen et al., reading size of the original (document size) as well as direction of the 
image of the original (page orientation) may be detected automatically, or may be set 
manually by means of an original settings button (Abstract; column 4, lines 1-10). The 
original settings button, when combined with the teaching of Hasegawa, would provide 
first and second setting means for manually setting a size (start and end scanning 
locations inherently determined according to the document size) of a document to be 
scanned, along with the setting means for automatically determining a size and direction 
of a document in Hasegawa. Manual selection of a document size and orientation 
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allows a user to override automatic size detection by detecting sensors, in case copying 
of irregularly shaped documents is required (column 3, lines 9-19), thus enhancing the 
versatility of the scanner system. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Hasegawa by providing for manual 
selection of document size, as disclosed in Frederiksen et al. 

Claims 10-12, 17-19, and 24-26 are similar in scope to above-rejected claims 1- 

3. except that claim 10 recites a scanner driver installed in a computer connectable to 
an image scanner, claim 17 further recites a recording medium readable by the 
computer, and claim 24 recites a signal transmittable via a communication line being 
modulated by data corresponding to the scanner driver installed in the computer. These 
limitations read on the system control unit of Hasegawa. The system control unit, which 
includes a CPU, RAM and ROM (column 5, lines 8-11), communicates signals with 
image reading unit 3, image processing unit 4 and mechanical drive unit 11 (Fig. 1A) for 
performing size and direction of an original document according to a program stored in 
ROM (column 5, lines 23-28). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4-6, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: No prior art has been found to disclose or suggest applicant's means for setting 
a scanning execution standby mode and transmission means, included in scanning 
instruction means for designating a reading area of the original based on the inputs of 
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the reading size and the direction of the original that has been accepted by first and 
second setting means, as recited in base claims 4, 13, 20 and 27. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed in response to the prior rejection of the above claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) or 103(a) have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

On page 13 of applicant's amendment, applicant asserts that Hasegawa teaches 
detection of an original document's size automatically, and thus does not teach or 
suggest a system control device that accepts manual input from an operator. However, 
this limitation is disclosed in Frederiksen et al., as mentioned in the rejection of claim 3 
as set forth in the prior Office action, and reiterated above with respect to amended 
claim 1. 

Applicant further states on page 14 of the present amendment that nothing in the 
combined teachings of Hasegawa and Frederiksen et al. would have motivated those of 
ordinary skill to have employed operator manual input for setting reading size and 
direction of an image of an original. Contrary to applicant's assertion, Frederiksen 
states that manual selection of a document size and orientation allows a user to 
override automatic size detection by detecting sensors, in case copying of irregularly 
shaped documents is required (column 3, lines 9-19). As would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, this feature enhancing the versatility of the scanner system. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5:00), alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 
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